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stood the real needs of an economy in transformation.
Their influence on the general structure of French economy
was soon so great, since the small manufacturers and craftsmen
were dependent to a great extent on the large stores (almost in
the same way as in the old days under a different economic and
social system the peasants depended upon the monks in the
monastery or the serfs on the Lord of the Manor), that the same
story was repeated as in Germany. A pretence was made for
propaganda purposes, just as the Nazis did under the Weimar
Republic, to safeguard the interests of the small business by
special legislation, since it was clear from the start that any such
laws would be powerless against the big combines and the
interests of a sacred system.
It was besides the very people who were benefiting, and only
they, who inveighed the loudest and most hypocritically in the
Chamber of Deputies against this pitilessly logical expression of
the innate forces of modern capitalism with its tendency to group,
rationalise, collectivise and swallow up the weakest links in any
system, like an unnatural monster devouring its young. Those
who knew what they were doing and what they wanted were not
inspired in this demagogic agitation by fear of Marxism, which
anticipates just such an inevitable development towards the
monopolistic concentration of industrial enterprise, but with the
aim of diverting the mounting fury of the people and more
especially in the private and materialist hope of obtaining hold
later of a fat heritage, following the example of Hermann
Goering, who, with the accumulation of numerous big factories
in his name, has carried put his own pseudo-" socialisation ".
The complete assimilation of the~new one-price stores within
French economy made it abundantly clear that all preconceived
notions about the unchangeable spirit of a people resisting every
effort to influence were, at least as far as externals go, worthless
and could not withstand an economic onslaught which would
inevitably, sooner or later, leave its mark. But it also showed
in France the discrepancy between the old tired carcass of the
economic structure and the real' needs^ of the masses. These
-needs were clearly manifest at the very moment when the in-
dustrial magnafes superimposed on an obsolete structure a
tational organisation, though in an incomplete and artificial
fashion, entirely in their own interests to obtain increased profits;
but they thus appeared to reduce the cost of living by organised
purchase and sale and as a result to increase the btrying power
and general welfare of the public as a whole, which responded
with the spontaneity of a reflex action. The lowering of standards